MySQL Tools for Visual Studio 1.1.2 release notes
MySQL Tools for Visual Studio is a plug-in for Visual Studio 2005 which allows developer to maintain database structures and objects all from within the Visual Studio environment. Please note that as of this release, data-driven applications including use of the DataSet designer are not supported.
Requirements
To use the plugin you must have the following items installed:
· Visual Studio 2005 (Express products are not supported)

· .NET 2.0 (this is installed as part of Visual Studio 2005)

You also need access to an installation of MySQL Server 4.0 or later.
Licensing

The plugin binary is being provided under a commercial no-charge license.  We want to release the source code to the plugin and are currently evaluating different licenses.  Once a decision has been made, we will release the source code under that license.

Installing
Installing the package is simply a matter of running the downloaded MSI installer package.  This package does expect to be able to instantiate the core connector using the ADO.Net 2.0 Factories interface.  To do this, Connector/Net 5.0 must already be installed and properly registered in the system’s machine.config file.  Connector/Net 5.0.1 and later will make this modification automatically.  If you are using Connector/Net 5.0.0, you will need to make this modification manually.  Note that there have been many bugs fixed both in the plugin and in the core connector so it is recommended that you use the latest release available for your testing.

Usage
Once installed, using the plugin is very simple.  

1. Create a new connection to MySQL by choose either the Tools -> Connect to Database menu option or clicking the Connect To Database button in Server Explorer.

2. On the Connect to Database dialog, you can choose MySQL as your data source and click Continue.

3. Enter your credentials for the selected database server and choose ok.

4. Once connected, the database objects (tables, stored procedures, etc) will appear in Server Explorer.

5. You can manipulate these objects using context menus by right clicking on them in Server Explorer.

Known Issues
1. If you have broken connections in the Server Explorer tree, you won’t be able to create new connections to any database (including MySQL).  If you get the exception “System can’t add connection because of exception: Target of invocation thrown the exception.”, you should test every existing connection for validity and remove invalid connections.

2. Spatial types are not supported by the Table Data Editor.

3. Zero DATETIME values are not supported by the Table Data Editor.

4. If altering a stored procedure or function fails once, it may continue to fail until Visual Studio is restarted.
5. Splitter position in the table editor is not saved.




We Want Your Feedback!

Thank you for installing this build of the MySQL Tools for Visual Studio.  We are working hard to make this plugin a great addition to the MySQL family of tools and we need your feedback.  Please file bug reports using the Connector/Net category.  

You should also post your experiences or comments to the following:

DotNet Forum : http://forums.mysql.com/list.php?38
DotNet Mailing List:  http://lists.mysql.com/dotnet
